At the VII International Conference on Sino-Tibetan Languages and
Linguistics, held at Atlanta in 1974, this author presented a paper on sound symbolism in Chinese. It was noted there that ABB is the basic form in which sound symbolism could be fruitfully explored. (A in this case can be a noun, verb, adjective and В could be an adjective or more frequently a meaningless syllable) . In that paper which concentrated on Cantonese data, a hypothesis was advanced that the ABB form usually has a negative connotation and that in the rare instances when corresponding BBA forms are found, the BBA form has a positive or agreeable connotation, thereby offering a reversal of polarity. Furthermore, it was poi nted out that for the ABB form a high front rounded vowel in В implies exceptional positive polarity while all other vowels (mainly low back vowels) imply negative polarity, as mentioned earlier. Examples of facts supporting this hypothesis are given in Table 1 .
During and following the presentation of that paper many questions were raised which were not dealt with in the paper. These included questions on comparative data relevant to the areal spread and historical origin of the ABB form and sound symbolism in the Sino-Tibetan languages. This paper is a follow-up report on research in this area on the basis of further data from Mandarin, Min and Burmese.
В. К. T'sou
Most fundamental to sound symbolism in these languages is the precise meaning of the BB form, which has its structural origin in the phonol ogi cal reduplication of mostly what would otherwise appear to be nonsense syllables. To begin with let us explore what is at the root of reduplication.
2, Jesperson as well as others before him have spoken of the well-known propensity of children to repeat words, while psychologists and other linguists have considered emotional sources (such as new or starting events) to be the cause for language users to pronounce one or more words which give rise to the emotions. Stammering is an example of this. But then this is non-purposeful reiteration. 
